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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today from wherever you are. We are very glad to 
be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter, 
and traditionally has been seen as the principal occasion to prepare for 
baptism, as well as reconciliation. It is a spring-time of faith, where 
we focus on confession, self-denial, study, and giving of our time and 
money.  
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship.  
 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
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The Gathering 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise. 
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 
fill us with your Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 

 
 

 
 



	   5	  

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 
may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But Abram 
said, ‘O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.’ 4 But the word of 
the LORD came to him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very 
own issue shall be your heir.’ 5 He brought him outside and said, ‘Look towards 
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, 
‘So shall your descendants be.’ 6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD 

reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

7 Then he said to him, ‘I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the 
Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.’ 8 But he said, ‘O Lord GOD, how 
am I to know that I shall possess it?’ 9 He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtle-dove, 
and a young pigeon.’ 10 He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying 
each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and 
terrifying darkness descended upon him. 
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17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the 
river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates  
 
This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 

 
17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live 
according to the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with 
tears. 19 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their 
shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, 
and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make 
all things subject to himself. 
 
4 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
	  
 
This is the word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – Guide me, O thou great Redeemer 
 
1 Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land; 
 I am weak, but thou art mighty, 
 hold me with thy powerful hand: 
 bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 whence the healing stream doth flow; 
 let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through: 
 strong deliverer, 
 be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death, and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side: 
 songs of praises 
 I will ever give to thee. 
 
 
 
Arglwydd arwain drwy'r anialwch  
William Williams (1717-1791) 
Translated by Peter Williams (1727-1796) 
(Public Domain) 
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Gospel Reading – Luke 13:31-35 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, 
for Herod wants to kill you.’ 32 He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me, 
“Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, 
and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day 
I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away 
from Jerusalem.” 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me 
until the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord.”’ 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    We believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 
 

The Peace 
Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

Romans 5.1,2	  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

Hymn – Just as I am 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
 but that thy blood was shed for me, 
 and that thou bidst me come to thee, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
 with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 fightings within and fears without, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
3 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
 sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
 Yea, all I need, in thee to find, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
4 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
 because thy promise I believe, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
5 Just as I am (thy love unknown 
 has broken every barrier down), 



	   11	  

 now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
6 Just as I am, of that free love 
 the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 
 here for a season, then above, 
 O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 
 
(Public Domain) 
 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God 
and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son.  
 
For in these forty days you lead us into the desert of repentance that 
through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may grow in grace and 
learn to be your people once again. Through fasting, prayer and acts of 
service you bring us back to your generous heart.  
 
Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your presence 
in the world and free our hands to welcome others into the radiant 
splendour of your love. As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
with joyful hearts and minds we bless you for your mercy and join with 
saints and angels forever praising you and saying: 
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  All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord God, you are the most holy one, 
enthroned in splendour and light, 
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 
you reveal the power of your love 
made perfect in our human weakness. 
 
Embracing our humanity, 
Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 
loving us to the end, 
he gave himself to death for us; 
dying for his own, 
he set us free from the bonds of sin, 
that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 
 
On the night he gave up himself for us all 
he took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 
we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 
we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 
and we long for his coming in glory. 
 
As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
form us into the likeness of Christ 
and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 
 
Look with favour on your people 
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 
Bless the earth, 
heal the sick, 
let the oppressed go free 
and fill your Church with power from on high. 
 
Gather your people from the ends of the earth 
to feast with St James and all your saints 
at the table in your kingdom, 
where the new creation is brought to perfection 
in Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us 

	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 
All: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed 
are those who are called to his supper.  
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 
word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
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so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up 
your cross, and follow him; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
All: Amen. 
 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material 
from which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
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